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Tribune staff report

Making an impact in the
community is the ultimate
goal of the Miami County
Community Foundation.
Through funding of grants,
this goal is achieved.

The foundation recently
awarded $25,000 in grants
0 two organizations in the
community that make a pos-
itive impact in the lives of
Miami County residents.

These grants — made pos-
sible through the Communi-
ty Foundation’s Unrestricted
Funds — will be distributed
over a five-year period.

Eighty percent of the funds
— $20,000 — have been
awarded to Miami County
Helping Hands Inc. A hu-
man service agency estab-
lished to provide critical
services to low income fami-
lies in the community, Mi-
ami County Helping Hands
assists families with food,
housing, home heating and
Prescription medication.

Miami County families
whose income is less than
150 percent of the poverty
level are eligible for assis-
lance.

BOOKS (Books Offer Our
Kids Success) is a grassroots
initiative begun in 2007 to
support family literacy and
inspire lifelong learning for
Miami County residents.
One book is purchased for
every Miami County kinder-
garten student each month
school is in session — cur-
rently totaling 4,050 books
in 450 homes per year. The
BOOKS program will re-
ceive $5,000.

“The Community Foun-
dation seeks opportunities
to assist donors in support-
ing nonprofit organizations
and projects that impact the

MCF :o:oa 35 .o_.__u_n graduates

Offenders
In program
pledge to lead
clean lifestyles

BY NANCY BENDER

nbender@perutribune.com

BUNKER HILL — Thir-
ty-five Miami Correctional
Facility offenders were rec-
ognized Wednesday mom-
ing during a ceremony cel-
ebrating their graduation
from the CLIFF Therapeutic
Community program.

CLIFF — an acronym for
“Clean Lifestyle is Freedom
Forever” — was established
at the MCF in 2005. In the
past six years, more than 900
offenders have completed
the program. According to
Tracey Jones, Correctional
Medical Services (CMS)
Addiction Recovery Facil-
ity director, about 75 percent
of the offenders who gradu-
ate from the program do not
return to the Department of
Correction.

“Your presence here today
means that you've made that
decision (to make a change
in your lives),” said MCF
Superintendent Mark Sevier
to the graduating offend-
ers. “(The CLIFF staff) has
provided you with the tools
to be successful after you've
left here. How you use those
tools is up to you. I'm very
proud of you all for having
come this far, but you have
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GRADUATE SPEAKER — Graduate speaker Chad Jackson talks about the impact his incarceration has had on his son

and his parents during the CLIFF
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farther to go.”

Sevier also acknowledged
and thanked family mem-
bers and friends who attend-
ed the ceremony.

“T'd really like to thank
all the families coming out
today,” said Sevier. “T know
it's freezing outside, so I
greatly appreciate your mak-

ing the effort to be here. And
I'm sure the guys sitting on
the left appreciate your pres-
ence even more. Family is
very important. Whether
you're in (custody) for two
days, two years or life, fam-
ily is very important and I
know your support means a
lot to them.”

As the event’s guest speak-
er, CMS Additional Recov-
ery Regional Director Mick
Schoenradt expanded on the
importance of family and
the need for the graduating
offenders to continue with
their recoveries' for them-
selves and their loved ones.

“You know, I always felt

program graduation ceremony Wednesday at the Miami Correctional Facility. Make this

like I was Superman,” said
Schoenradt. “T felt like 1
could do anything athletical-
ly. Then two summers ago, I
was playing basketball and
(I) must have been wearing
kryptonite shoes, because
I fell and broke both of my

See GRADUATES / Page A6

Heart toHeart program

Faith-based
group similar
to Big Brothers
Big Sisters

BY SHERRY LOSHNOWSKY
Peru Tribune correspondent

Calling all Christians

Heart and it is a mentor-
ing ministry of
the Hub Youth
Center. Heart |§
to Heart is
similar to Big
Brothers Big
Sisters, but it
does have one
difference — Carpenter
this group is
faith-hased.

»

needy.

One doesn't have to look
far to. find hurting and
needy children. Carpenter
has been a mentor for six
or seven years now and
said he’s seen firsthand the
great need for mentoring in
Miami County. Many local
youth are from single par-
ent homes and they strug-

ole at echanl and within

»

tobegininPeru

ters, but it no longer has a
chapter in Peru. That has
left a void to be filled.

Organizers from Heart to
Heart will hold a training
session at 9:30 a.m. Satur-
day at New Life Christian
Center, 52 N. Broadway.
Anyone who is interested
in learning more is encour-
aged to attend.

Prtantial mantare

ences and go through an
interview process and a
background check, all of
which are necessary as a
safety precaution.

“Being a solid Christian
makes a safer mentor be-
cause Christians have high
values,” he explained.

Mentoring, in. a nutshell,
is when a mature, caring

adnlt enande tima with
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Graduates: Jackson speaks about his battle with addiction at the ceremony

Continued from Page A1

arms. It kind of feels like
that (in custody), doesn’t
it? You feel like both your
arms are broke; you're just
plain stuck. I had a family all
around me and I couldn’t do
anything, just sit in a chair
feeling sorry for myself.

“One day, my daughter
came up to me and asked
when my arms were going
to get better. When 1 asked
her why, she broke down
and cried, said she just want-
ed me to be able to hold her
again. Right then, I learned I
didn’t have to be Superman
and do everything. I want
you (graduating offenders)
to look over to your right at
the people who are here for
you. They're your superhe-
roes.

“As long as you've been
here, so have your families.
Their hearts hurt, their wal-
lets hurt and they worry
about you and want to make
sure you're safe. Since you
started the program, have
you raised the bar? Because
if you don’t make the effort

more. At the age of 17, I was
introduced to the needle and
the last 13 years of my life
have been nothing but chaos,
heartbreak and false hope
with brief periods of sanity
in between.”

Jackson noted his addic-
tion caused his son to be
without a father for seven
years, burdened his parents
with financial responsibili-
ties related to helping take
care of his son and him.

“The emotional scars are
extremely deep as well,”
said Jackson. “l have two
brothers who have all but
swomn off contact with me
because of how deeply my
self-destructive, inconsid-
erate actions have affected
them. My son has to deal
with the torment from other
kids who tease him about his
father being in prison. My
parents have seen me rise
from the ashes only to see
my fall time and again to the
point that they will probably
always have a healthy fear
that 1 won't make it. They
will probably always be

facility, three intense outpa-
tient programs, a six-month
stay at a halfway house and
two incarceration periods in
DOC totaling seven years.
I am also a former graduate
of the Wabash Valley CLIFF
program.”

The moment of clarity —
said Jackson — was when
he had to tell his son he had
been arrested again.

“My wake-up call came
when I was in the county jail
and called my son’s mom to
talk with my son, who didn’t
know I had been incarcerat-
ed again,” said Jackson after
the ceremony, while visiting
with his parents Joe Jackson
and Anne Dine. “He said he
hadn’t seen me for a couple
of weeks and wanted me
to come get him and spend
some time with him. I had to
tell him | was arrested again
and he handed the phone to
his mom and I heard him
screaming ‘1 lost my best
friend again! I lost my best
friend in the whole world!"
That moment was a catalyst
for my taking this seriously

“"When he was sentenced
the first time, was the hard-
est moment for me. I've tried
to fill in his place with his
son — which I enjoy — but
it's difficult.”

“It’s all been heartbreak-
ing," added Dine. “Each
time he's been sentenced,
gone away, arrested, it's
been excruciating. The
worst part, I'd have to say,
was not knowing where he
was. I'd drive around in the
worst neighborhoods, look-
ing for him. We found out
he was using drugs in his
freshman year. He changed
his circle of friends, the
way he dressed, acted and
especially the way he acted
toward us.

If parents find out their
children are using drugs,
Dine said they need “get
help now! Drag them kick-
ing and screaming. There
was no support for parents

when we were trying to help
him. People would look at us
and just say we didn't raise
our kid right.”

Chad Jackson noted he had
a good upbringing, adding a
person can't change their

habits until they are ready to.

“People do not change be-
cause they see the light, but
because they feel the heat,”
he said. “I realized this is a
cycle and that I can be bet-
ter”

Strandz Salon

Come visit our NEW
" location on S. Business 31! |

WE HAVE GIFT CERTIFICATES!
Monday by appt only, Tues.-Fri. 9-7, Sat. 9-3
Walk-ins Welcome! 765-475-9717
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